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A member lost and remembered Marisol Snow...    NEWSLETTER
July 2015 "When the sun is shining I can do anything; no mountain is too high, no trouble too difficult to overcome."
-Wilma Rudolph 

Renew your membership today memberships lapsed on March 1.

Photo: Dive in to Summer with RPCVSF, Join Us at the Membership Retreat Sept 11 (Brian Deonch, Key Largo Dive Trip) 
A Moment of Silence for Marisol Snow   RPCVSF mourns the loss of our friend and member, RPCV Marisol Snow (Botswana 2014-15). Marisol passed away in Miami on March 8, after her brave battle against cancer.  Marisol, a native of Colombia, met her husband Gary Snow while he was a Peace Corps Volunteer in Chile (1990-91). Last summer, Marisol fulfilled her longtime dream of serving as a PCV when she and Gary started their service in Botswana.  Marisol fell in love with the children in the village and even taught them how to salsa dance. Sadly, in March when Marisol saw the doctor they realized that she needed medical treatment and she and Gary immediately returned to South Florida - but the cancer was too aggressive.
We send our condolences to our friend and member Gary, as he grieves the loss of his beloved Marisol. Please keep him in your thoughts. 
Share Your Peace Corps Experience  
Eric Feldman is looking to plan 3 "Conversations with a Returned Volunteer” sessions for the Fall 2015 semester at Florida International University. It is a flexible program and can scheduled completely around your needs! You can take ownership of the session, using 90 minutes to share whatever you would like about your experience as a volunteer. These events will can be held on either the Main Campus or the North/Biscayne Bay Campus. If you would like to find out more information, or are able to volunteer your time to do this presentation, please contact Eric at  efeldman@fiu.edu
Current Volunteer Seeking Project Support  
RPCVSF received the following message from our member and USF Graduate Student PCV Sierra Petrosky who is seeking support for a secondary school expansion project through the Peace Corps Partnership Program. 

"I live in a small village called Peonga in Benin, West Africa. It's a very rural village... No running water, electricity, or solid phone service. But what it lacks in resources it makes up in heart and spirit. The people of Peonga are welcoming, kind hearted, hard working, and have amazing senses of humor. I feel so lucky to call it home for these two years.  You can support this project by clicking on the following link to the Peace Corps Partnership program page for this project: Benin - School Expansion Project 


Magic City Bicycle Collective & Cuban American Bar Association Partnership to Assist Immigrant Youth

If you are passionate about serving Miami's immigrant youth, volunteers are needed for an incredible event that is being hosted by Magic City Bicycle Collective, the Cuban American Bar Association (CABA) Pro Bono Project and the South Florida RPCV chapter. During the second or third weekend of August (date to be finalized soon!), several youth that CABA pro bono supports will be provided with free bikes. The fun part is that Magic City Bicycle Collective will be providing all of the bike parts, and will be teaching the youth how to build their own bikes at the event! 
Volunteers who speak Spanish would be greatly appreciated, but any who are interested in joining us are welcome! If you are interested, and want more details on how to participate, contact Mateo Tanner (RPCV Costa Rica 2006-2008) at tannermateo@gmail.com  

Key Largo, Montego, Hey, Why Don't We Go... to the Members Retreat in the Florida Keys!  
Plan a family vacation or your last getaway before summer gets away from you and join us at this year's member's retreat.  We will have two days of swimming, diving, grilling, and bonding at Amoray's Diving Resort, September 11-13th.  If you have questions or would like to volunteer to organize water, kids, group or eating activities or have a special skill you want to share with us that would make this an amazing experience for all, then please contact me at president@rpcvsf.org This is an important weekend in planning for the years event and the forward trajectory of the group.  If interested there will be an opportunity to provide input and give feedback.  We look forward to seeing you!   
In service to you all,
Virginia Emmons McNaught
President, RPCVSF, Niger 2000-2002 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Members at Large
Even though we have a few hundred members we are always seeking assistance to lead events, groups, and small projects.  If you have a desire to get involved at any level, please contact Virginia Emmons McNaught by email: president@rpcvsf.orgFair Trade Market - Hibernation for the Summer!Contributed by Linda Whitmyre, Fair Trade Market Director, Malaysia 1967-69 Our Fair Trade Market is in hibernation for the Summer.  HOWEVER, if you’re low on coffee or would like to give a FTM item as a summer birthday gift, please feel free to contact mailto:ftm@rpcvsf.org and we’ll make arrangements to deliver the fair trade item to you.  Happy Summer! 
Host an International High School Exchange Student!
Sponsored by the U.S Department of State
Would you like to have a cross-cultural experience in your community while contributing to improved relations between the United States and other countries?
If so, consider hosting an exchange student sponsored by the U.S. Department of State in your home or school.  Each year, almost 2,000 high school students representing over 50 countries are awarded highly competitive merit-based State Department scholarships to study in the United States for an academic year.  These promising young leaders live with American host families across the country, attend high school, and participate in extracurricular and community service activities.  When they return to their home countries, they engage in alumni activities to share what they learned, put their new skills in practice, and maintain their links to the United States as they become leaders in their communities.

The benefits of hosting Department of State-sponsored exchange student go beyond simply welcoming someone new into your family or school and sharing American culture, values, and traditions -- when you host an exchange student you welcome a new culture and language, and all the richness that comes with it into your community, help a young person learn and grow, and create long-lasting relationships and memories.  Learn more and fill out an interest form at  http://hosting.state.gov or email us at  mailto:youthprograms@state.gov.
 
Overtown Tour/Jackson's Soul Food Peace Corps Partnership Lunch July 25th 
Dr. Paul George will guide us on a one hour Tour of Overtown after lunch at one of Miami's most important historical restaurants in Overtown (Jackson Sou's Soul Food).  Dr. George is a Professor of History at Miami-Dade College, Wolfson Campus, historian to the Historical Association of Southern Florida, author, and member of the county’s Preservation Board -- to name only a few of the ways he is involved in documenting the history of South Florida.  (Read more)  
And, of course, he also conducts his ever-popular history tours of Miami-Dade, Broward and Monroe Counties!
Partnership Dinners raise funds for a currently serving Peace Corps Volunteer’s project. Attendees pay usually $7-10 more than the cost of their meal with the additional funds going to support the partnership project. Join us for our next Peace Corps Partnership Lunch July 25, 12:00 PM.  


  Upcoming Member Events  

Peace Corps Partnership Lunch
25 July 2015 12:00 PM- 3:00 PM • Lunch at Jackson's Soul Food, 950 NW 3rd Ave, Miami, FL, 33136 (305-374-7661) and selection of the Peace Corps Partnership project we will support. At 1:30 (or when we are done with lunch): 1-hour walking tour of Overtown with Dr. Paul George. (A water bottle, sun protection and comfortable shoes are suggested.)


Kayaking Trip 
25 July 2015 10:00 AM- 5:00 PM • Please join us for a fun day of kayaking and a picnic lunch in Jupiter (northern Palm Beach County). We'll paddle kayaks on the Loxahatchee River at Riverbend Park, guided by RPCV Bob Graulich (Malawi '64-'66, PC-HQ '71-'75, PCD Malaysia '75-'78) and his wife Scotty King. We'll have a picnic lunch along the river (bring your lunch and beverage ina cooler bag you can fit in your kayak).


Diving/Snorkeling/Pier Clean-Up 
1 August 2015 8:00 AM-1:00 PM • RPCVSF's diving club will be attending the Bugfest ("bugs" as in lobsters!) at Lauderdale by the Sea on Saturday, Aug. 1. Please join us for an underwater service project- helping clean the underwater environment under the pier. We welcome all divers and snorkelers, and beach-towel watchers!


Kayaking-Hiking-Picnic on Singer Island  
15 August 2015 10:00 AM- 5:00 PM • Please join us for a fun day of kayaking, hiking and a picnic at Singer Island in Palm Beach County. More Details will be coming soon!


 

RPCVSF goes to Russia!  
9 September 2015- 20 September 2015• The trip includes 4 nights at the Helvetia Hotel (4 stars) in St. Petersburg with breakfast; $1332.62 single; $1044.32 double; includes tour package. 5 nights in Crimea at hotel managed by Diane Strait: $175 with meals available in the hotel. The hotel van will take us on some of the many sightseeing trips suggested by her @ $5 per person for petrol and the driver. A visit to Balaklava to see the site of the disastrous charge of the Light Brigade is doable as an overnight adventure with another hotel and fee to the driver.  

Key Largo 2015 RPCVSF Members Retreat 
11 September 2015 at 5:00 PM- 13 September 2015 at 12:30 PM • RPCVSF is hosting our members' retreat- a relaxing weekend in Key Largo for RPCV's and their families. Last year more than 50 RPCVS's and their families enjoyed a great weekend together- We hope you'll be with us this year.  


All Upcoming Events-click here

If you have an event or group you would like to organize for RPCVSF or need volunteers for a community project please email Virginia Emmons McNaught at president@rpcvsf.org

RPCVSF Cooking & Conversation Club-click here 
RPCVSF Dive Club - click here   Post It! From Our Members  Job Announcements

AmeriCorps Vista Opening, The University of Miami is currently accepting applications for the position of AmeriCorps VISTA, William R. Butler Center for Volunteer Service and Leadership Development within the Division of Student Affairs. For more info, please see the Employment section within the Members Only menu choice on the left.

Volunteer Opportunities

Educate Tomorrow, lead by two Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, seeks volunteer educational mentors for youth "aging our of the foster care system."  Join us to learn more about the amazing opportunities to do great third goal work with other returned volunteers.

Deliver the Dreams Seeks volunteers to assist in family weekend retreats for families with serious medical issues.  Contact Elizabeth Coomber RPCV for more details: ecoomber@deliverthedream.org



 
The Riverside House's "Thinking for Change" life skills classes are weekly classes for 12-15 people, but they far exceed that so they in seeking volunteers, Spanish speaking preferred, to assist. The day/times are flexible.  Please contact Larry if you are interested in volunteering at larrysilvester@me.com  RPCVSF thanks Larry for his continued service and dedication to making our community a better one.

Interpreter Bank
RPCVs with foreign language proficiency can be a huge help during times of need. RPCVs who are available may be asked to support as interpreters for newly arrived immigrants, especially unaccompanied minors project.
Please fill out the registration form with the languages you speak and your fluency level. Please list if you can speak, read, and/or write.
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